Official Program

MARION MARLINS MASTERS
 Swimming Club
  Open Water Swims
& State Masters OWS Championship  
Sunday 15 January
2012
                            At the WEST BEACH SLSC
                             from 8.45 am
           3 km State Masters Championship OWS
                and 1km Open Water Swims
Event and Club Sponsors:
          PKF Chartered Accountants and Business Advisors 
          ANZ Personal Banking
          The Floatroom
           St Marys' Building Services
           Blue Bins Waste
               Esplanade Hotel Brighton
           Douglas Printing
Marion  Masters Open Water Swim 
Principal Officials 2012
Race Director/Course Officer;    Ian Young/Neal Bertram
MSA Accredited Referee;
           Darryl Hawkes
Race instructions & Conditions 
The Committee of the Marion Marlins Masters Swimming Club has the discretion to cancel any event at any time.
All OWS Competitors
· Both races are open to any competitor over the age of 13 years.

· Any entrant under the age of 18 will be required to provide written parental consent.

· All entrants must complete the online entry form prior to 13 January 2012 or the written entry form on the day.

· No entry will be accepted without payment of the entry fee.

· The Club committee reserves the right to refuse entry to any competitor at its complete discretion and will refund any entry fee paid.

Competitors in State Masters OWS Championship
· While the 3km OWS is open to all comers only registered Masters Swimmers will be eligible for age group awards for the 3 km State Masters OWS Championship titles. 

· All registered Masters Swimmers entering the 3km OWS will be entered in this Championship.

Registration
· Registration will occur adjacent to the West Beach SLSC between 8.45 am and 9.45 am.
· Swimmers will be grouped according to their starting time as decided by the Race Director prior to the day.

· Swimmers will be issued with a swim cap at registration.  Swimmers will also be numbered. The swim cap must be worn throughout the race as a safety precaution.

· Please assist the race officials by wearing your cap in the marshalling area.

The Start
· The 3km OWS will commence at 10am and the 1km OWS at 10.10 am..

· Air cover is generally available from 10am onwards.

· Swimmers who cross the starting line before the sounding device is heard may be liable to disqualification.

· The Race Director may vary the start times prior to the commencement of each race. 

The Course
· Swimmers will be required to swim a rectangular course marked by buoys, from the beach at West Beach SLSC and return to the finish on the beach at West Beach SLSC. Swimmers in the 3km race will complete a 1500m rectangle twice and the swimmers in the 1km race will complete a 1000m rectangle as shown on the course map. 

· In the interest of your safety please swim carefully around the buoys.  Course officials will be requested to warn swimmers of any potential collision.

· A map of the courses is displayed at the registration area. 

Swim Rules
The Masters Swimming Australia Open Water Swimming rules and policy applies to this race. 

The full text can be found at; http://sitedesq.imgstg.com/customdata/index.cfm?fuseaction=display_main&ItemID=23388&OrgID=3397
Please note in particular that;

· No extraneous aids are allowed.  Goggles are allowed and recommended.

· Wet suits, if used will disqualify the swimmer from any prizes or awards.

· Swimmers will be required to have an official swim cap issued at registration which must be worn at all times.  

· Race Officials reserve the right to withdraw competitors at any time preceding or during the race. The Race Officials will consider water and air temperature and weather conditions prior to each race and may vary the event accordingly.

· Race Officials shall have the authority to remove a competitor from the race if the competitor is judged to be physically incapable of continuing the race without the risk of injury to them or others or the time limit has, or will, expire.

· A spirit of friendly competition should be maintained throughout the race. Any un-sportsman like conduct will be grounds for immediate disqualification.

· Decisions of the Race Officials are final and are not subject to appeal. 

· Water cover personnel are considered as Race Officials.

Time Limits
· There will be time limits applied to all races for safety reasons;

           3 km - 90 mins

           1 km - 40 mins

· Swimmers may be asked to withdraw from a race if it becomes evident to the Race Officials that a competitor is unlikely to complete the race within the time limit set. 

Safety
· To ensure the safety of all swimmers, the Race organisers have engaged the West Beach SLSC  to maintain a high presence in the water. If you require help do not hesitate to call on safety personnel - ski, surf board or power boat by raising your right arm.

· You must leave the water if requested by any official or if a shark warning (siren or other signal) is given. 

· The Race Officials may determine that a competitor should be asked to leave the water if they are of the opinion that the competitor's safety is at risk. This decision is at the complete discretion of the Race Officials who may consider all factors including the water temperature and the condition of the competitor.

· A medical officer will be present in the West Beach SLSC.

The Finish
· All competitors must proceed across the finish line which will be located at the waters' edge.  As soon as you cross the finish line your time will be recorded.  

Non Finishers
· All registered competitors who fail to complete the course for any reason are required to notify the recorders at the finish line.

Results and Prizes
· Your final position will then be determined by the official timekeeper. Official results will be announced at the presentation ceremony in the West Beach SLSC at approx 12.30pm.

· Prizes will be awarded to the first 3 males and females in each race. In addition the Committee may award other prizes at its discretion.

· The fastest male and female Marion Club members in the 3 km event will both be awarded the Marion Club Trophy.

· Any swimmer may wear a wetsuit but will not be eligible for an official time or prizes.

· Numerous door prizes will be awarded to competitors during the presentation ceremony.

State Masters OWS Championship results 

· Results in the 3km OWS will be used to determine the 2011/2012 State Masters OWS Championship.

· Placings will be determined in 5 year age groups (Male & Female) in accordance with MSA policy and the first three place winners in each group will be recognised.  

Marie Dingwall memorial award
· An award will be made to a race participant in memory of Marie Dingwall (decd), a much loved member of the Marion Club.

· This award will be made to a Masters' member based on criteria as determined by the Club committee.

10 Year Award
· The Club has decided to recognise long time supporters of the Marion OWS. From the records held by the organisers those competitors who have completed 10 events in 2012 will receive an award at the presentation ceremony after the races.  

